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SEPTEMBER 29, 2017 
 
 

LIBRARY 
 

Banned Book Week and its related challenges/contests ends on Saturday.  The display and the 
signage at the library for Banned Book Week triggered much discussion and questions from our 
visitors as they recognized so many of the book titles presented, and they were surprised that any 
community or school library had been challenged to take them out of their library.  So many of us 
checked out some of the books on the list.  The library was glad to be part of this celebration to 
recognize and support our right to read. 
 
The September Library Card Sign-Up Month has been very successful.  Great to welcome new 
patrons to our library, but also to have new cardholders who are folks who haven’t had a library card 
in several years and are now coming back to use our resources and facilities.  
 
 

• Monday and Wednesday 10:30 AM story times continue. 

• Windows 10 is the topic for the free adult PC classes this week, held on Tuesday at 9:30 AM 
and Wednesday @ 5:30 PM. 

• Thursday, 9:30-11:00 AM Tiny Tots Tinker Lab for play, activities and socialization time.  

• Knit Night session continue on Thursday at 6:30 PM.  A chance to share, learn and enjoy 
other enthusiasts as you work on your knitting projects. 

 
 
Have you seen the library’s flower and vegetable beds in the Community Garden area of the park 
behind the library?  The last blooms of our Zinnias, Sunflowers and Cosmos are a riot of colors and 
shapes.  Vegetables are still offering up their goodies – but the plants will be “harvested” to collect 
seeds to add to our Big Rapids Seed Library collection for planting next year.  It has been fun to see 
the bees and butterflies take advantage of these new garden beds that were added to the park this 
year.  Many more will be part of the park’s plan, so watch for the number of garden plots to grow 
next year. 
 
Various electrical maintenance and fix-it/make-it-better projects are being worked on this 
week.  Great to have the electrician work on some of these lights, sensors and outlets that haven’t 
been working well, need to be adjusted, or needed to be added.  
 
The library’s website is undergoing a new design.  Watch for our “new public face” online soon!  
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

In the past week, the Police Division responded to 79 calls for service.  Although officers are 
continuing to stay busy with complaints, there is nothing really significant to report. 
 
Officers continued to run Operation Blue Light over the last two weeks.  We have found it to be very 
successful. 
 
Our officers in the department have continued to train in legal update and the use of tasers. 
 
On Tuesday, Detective Brian Miller and Sergeant Scott Ruggles of the Mecosta County Sheriff’s 
Office attended the funeral of Michigan State Trooper Timothy O'Neil in Auburn Hills.  Trooper O'Neil 
died as the result of a motorcycle accident while on duty on September 20th. 
 
This past week the Fire Division responded to 28 calls for service. 
 
On Thursday, shift personnel provided fire safety training to the 15 staff members at Village Green 
Terrace Assisted Living at 801 Fuller Ave.  Topics included evacuation procedures, fire extinguisher 
operation and demonstration as well as kitchen fire safety.  Staff also asked questions about our 
procedures and what they needed to do in case of a fire.   
 
On Saturday, members also provided Emergency Vehicle Operator training to 20 firefighters from 
around the county.  This is a State certified course provided by the Mecosta County Training 
Associations instructed by our fire instructors.     
 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 
 

VIOLATIONS 
 

(2)  Blight    (4) Grass & Weeds 
 (4)  Parking    (2) Permits 
 (1)  Property Maintenance        (12) Signs 
 (3)  Uninhabitable Dwellings (5) Yard Waste 
  

PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 
 

DART  
 

 
218 Adult Riders - ($2.00 Fare) 
  
458 Children Riders - ($1.00 Fare)   
  
707 ($1.00 Fare) - Seniors (132) and Disabled (575) passengers of which 194 used the wheelchair 
lift to board 
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56 Free Riders - Aides that ride with disabled passengers and children 4 and under with an adult 
 
32 No Shows - A person who calls for a ride and when we go to pick up and they are not there for 
ride  

32 Safe Riders -(free rides from local establishments to anyone in the community on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights 12:00am to 2:30am)  
  
Ferris Shuttle is back and they have added an additional route to go back and forth from the 
University Center to the Rock Café from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm (M – Th) 
The main route on Campus stops at the East Campus Mailbox area, Lot 28 (behind McDonald’s), 
Allied Health, Campus Community Center, Lot 4 (near Travis Circle), Rock Cafe, 
Lot 50 (next to Granger building), Arts and Science, 7:30am -7:00pm (M-F) and 7:30am – 2:00pm 
Fridays.  
 
1385 – Regular Route 
 
72 – UC/Rock Route   
 
2,960 Total Passengers 
  
484 Out of City Riders - Anyone we pick up or drop off outside the Big Rapids City Limits  

 
DPW:  STREETS 
 

• Working on Clark St, prepped for blacktop 
• Swept downtown 
• Installed sign on Michigan Ave at Elm St 
• Dug out patch on Second Ave & Madison St for Housing Commission 

• Poured curb on Clark St & repaired sidewalk at 417 Spring St 
• Set out & picked up cones and signs for parade 
• Adjusted 1 manhole & 3 water boxes on Clark St 
• Swept Clark St & Spring St  
• Milled 4 patches on Bjornson St, 100 block of Linden St, Mecosta Ave & Spring St and 

blacktopped them 

• Black dirt area on Clark St where water service was put in 
• Graded and brined some alleys 

• Checked and jetted sewers per normal daily and call ins 
• Set out Farmers Market cones and signs, Tuesday and Friday 

 
DPW: PARKS 
 

• Used blower to clear off Riverwalk and White Pine Trail  
• Painted Swede Hill sign posts  
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• Removed downtown flowers  
• Prepped ballfields for games  
• Put corn stalks up downtown 

• Repaired irrigation at Industrial soccer field  
• Continued spraying weeds  
• Trimmed trees behind BR Middle School  
• Took extra bike racks to Northend Riverside Park for Angel Ride event  
• Sprayed for bees at Vogel field  

• Mowed parks, downtown, Public Safety and ballfields 
• Picked up trash downtown, parks and ballfields 
• Open, clean and maintain City Hall and park public restrooms daily 

 
MAIN MAINTENANCE 
 

• MISS Digs  

• Shut offs/ons 

• Meter reads, rereads, final reads 
 
WATER PLANT 
Safety topic: An Open and Shut Case for Gate Valve Safety 

 

• Checked generators. 

• Ran customer samples. 

• Buffed floors at the plant. 

• Finished collecting second round of lead and copper samples. 

• Passed the ERA proficiency tests to re-certify the lab. The staff all work hard at continuing to 

be accurate and thorough with all lab tests. 

• Painted new exterior door at the plant.  

• Read all water meters. 

 
 
 

Mark Gifford, City Manager 


